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President’s Report 
 
Welcome to the December 2020 edition of 
the ANCHOR. 
 
It’s hard to believe we are already heading 
towards Christmas!  It always takes me by 
surprise. 
 
 He COVID-19 lockdowns have curtailed the 
executive’s activities over the last three 
months.  We have been keeping the 
association ticking over but haven’t held any 
face-to-faces meetings for many months 
now. 
 
We truly hope that you and your friends and 
relations have managed to weather the 
crisis as well and that 2021 is a vast 
improvement on 2020! 
 

The school year has been a giant series of 
challenges that have spread throughout all 
four terms. 
 
There were spates of special security 
measures to avoid transmission into the 
school and between students and staff.  
There were periods of working from home 
that were particularly challenging for some 
students and their parents. 
 
There were periods when different year 
levels were in attendance at different times 
which was a trial I’m sure. 
 
Through all of this the school managed to 
function and it’s to the credit of the teachers, 
students and support staff that it has all 
managed to happen. 
 
The year 12 students particularly didn’t have 
many of the events that marked previous 
year 12 groups.  We hope they can look 
back at their year 12 as an extra-ordinary 
adventure! 
 
I hope you all have a happy Christmas and 
New Year period and that we can resume 
our exies activities in 2021. 
 
Hold Fast 
Fred Cumming 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
 

The Committee of Management 
WHSESSA 
PO Box 81 

WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
 

Articles or comments for the newsletter 
can be sent to the above address or  

email to WHSESSA@gmail.com 
 

Enquiries 
Fred Cumming 0425 778 131 

Iris Whitehurst (03) 9397-7695 
Williamstown High School web site :- 
           http://www.willihigh.vic.edu.au/ 

WHSESSA inc. web site :- 
http://tinyurl.com/whsessa 
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From the WHS Newsletter... 

 

 

Andrew Remembers and Remembering Andrew 

From Mary Burbidge – Andrew’s wife 

Hello my dear family and friends, 

    I have been waiting for the time when I could tell you the details of a big memorial gathering to celebrate 

Andrew’s life, but that possibility seems as far off as ever. 

   In the meantime the book of Andrew’s remarkable life, his memoire and the memories others have of him, 

which I was planning to make available at the celebratory gathering, is now published and available to anyone 

who would like a copy – his gift to you all and something to keep us in your hearts. 

 

   So I am writing now in this lazy, lockdown, email way to thank you all warmly for the beautiful and comforting 

messages you sent me – in cards, letters, phone calls, emails, visits and with flowers and plants – in the weeks 

following Andrew’s sad passing. Thanks also for the continuing supportive contact, with me and with Joey and 

her family, over the lonely months that followed. 

  The book, Andrew Remembers and Remembering Andrew, has turned out beautifully thanks to our friend, 

Helene Richards’ skills as an editor and publisher, and many of you are mentioned in Andrew’s story. So if you 

would like a copy, please let me know by email or phone (93915758).  I will try to deliver most of them 

personally as restrictions lift, or you can come here and we can chat over the balcony, but I can also post copies. 

Some people may feel happier if they pay something for the book. That is not necessary at all, but if you choose 

to make a donation, please transfer it to  this new account ( Mary Burbidge, BSB 063179, Account 1062 1776) 

and I will send it all on to one of our favourite projects in due course. 

Love to you all , Mary   
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From Andrew Burbidge’s personal history... 
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Sue Sofarnos (nee Mellis) attended Williamstown High School during the 1970s.  She 

was a keen lacrosse player as a youngster and continued as a player and coach 

throughout her life.  The following was published by the Australian Lacrosse Association 

following her sudden death in September 2020. 

VALE - Sue Sofarnos (nee Mellis) ‘Melli’ 

Monday September 21, 2020 by Australian Lacrosse Association 

 

 

 

 

11 January 1961 – 19 September 2020 (59) 

The Australian Lacrosse Association and the entire Australian lacrosse community, is mourning the 

passing of Sue Sofarnos, suddenly on Saturday 19 September 2020. 

Sue contributed to all levels of lacrosse, firstly from a young age of 10 as a player for many years and 

then as a coach of Newport Ladies Lacrosse Club, with Lacrosse Victoria as a state player multiple 

times and then as a coach over several years; and with ALA as Australian Team player at 5 World Cup’s 

and as a coach at 3 World Cups. During the height of her playing career, Sue was one of the best female 

players in the world, as demonstrated with her All World Team selection at the 1982 World Cup and in 

Australian’s World Cup victory in 1986. 

Sue’s contribution to the Australian Women’s Teams over many years, was instilling internal trust and 

self-belief and of each other. Her leadership and support of everyone was part of what she was and her 

care factor to those around her was unsurpassed. Sue’s passion, dedication and commitment to her team 

mates was unapparalleled. Her work ethics and pursuit of ‘an edge’ was always on show. Sue was 

always leading by example, proving support and encouragement to be the best you could be, every 

single day.   

Sue’s service to lacrosse has included several distinguished awards; the Nell Rawlins Award 1980 and 

2019 (Lacrosse Victoria award, awarded to an individual who has made a significant contribution to 

women’s lacrosse in any one year). Sue also received the Women’s Lacrosse Australia Merit Award in 

2008 and her services to lacrosse and the community were acknowledged earlier this year when she 

received the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM). 

Sue was much loved in the Australian lacrosse community and will be sadly missed. 

Sue is survived by husband John and daughters Hayley and Jessica.  And son-in-law, Chris. 

To read the entire article try this url.  http://lacrosse.com.au/news/2020/09/vale-sue-sofarnos-(nee-

mellis)-%E2%80%98melli%E2%80%99/ 

http://lacrosse.com.au/news/2020/09/vale-sue-sofarnos-(nee-mellis)-%E2%80%98melli%E2%80%99/
http://lacrosse.com.au/news/2020/09/vale-sue-sofarnos-(nee-mellis)-%E2%80%98melli%E2%80%99/
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From the High Tide archives...1980 

This article describes the chain of events that led to the creation of the current library at Pasco St. 
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